To:      Clark Park Advisory Council
From:  Rose Wehner 
Re:      Minutes of August 19, 2025 Meeting 
Date:   August 23, 2025

Attending: Jeff Daube, Bill Donahue, Andrew Holzman, Howard Luecke, Michael Manrique, Jon Schwass, Anne Vargo, Rose Wehner 

Minutes of Meeting
Our meeting began at 7:05 p.m. at the Horner Park Club Room.  The minutes of our July 15, 2025 meeting were approved. 

Treasurer’s Report
Jon reported that a check in the amount of $5,314.37 constituting our 50% cut of the 501K proceeds has been deposited.  Horner Park’s Advisory Council received the other half.  Bill will look into how much we are owed for our afterparty bar take from Burning Bush.  John also deposited $76 we received from merchandise sales at Eco Fest.  Additional funds came from merchandise purchased online.  We have $69,321.36 in our bank account. 

Park Report
Bill and Jeff were present for the FOTP volunteer awards at Clark Park.  Everything went well.  Andrew is still trying to get the brush piles removed from the woods.  DePaul students will be volunteering at Clark Park again this year.  Andrew told Ben Kinsinger (the River King) that it’s important to have same-day garbage pickup and no public urination at future events in the park.  He has spoken to Alderman Martin about the previous event.  There have been no negative comments about the parade along the river.  Ben would like to put on performances for CPD. 

CAMBR Report
Jon is getting sponsors for the Garden Jam scheduled for September 27.  CAMBR met with CPD’s Capital Development people to discuss renewing their agreement and working out drainage issues for the proposed bowl.  

Digital Committee Report
Anne registered Twilight Canoe on Event Brite.  She emailed all of the people who attended the 5K and Twilight Canoe for the past two years about this year’s event.  It’s sold out.  People reach out to us online all of the time.  

Natural Area Report
We had a great meeting with Matthew Freer who is in charge of natural areas for CPD.  Eric led a tour in the woods.  Jeff recommended that we look into joining CPD’s stewardship program for natural areas.  Our previous workdays with DePaul students and others can be backloaded into their records.

New Container for the Park
Andrew is still working to get it approved.

North End Pollinator Garden
Mike has been working to get a donation from MKSK, a landscape design firm.  They would do everything at no cost if we’re a needy community.  Colleen McVeigh, the Horticultural Manager at DePaul College Prep, is very interested in the project.  She was present at our Natural Area meeting.  She said she could probably donate some plants from DePaul’s greenhouse for the garden.  She also has a background in garden design.  Another possibility would combine MKSK’s expertise with Colleen’s assistance.

Work Day Saturday August 30, 2025 9 am -12 noon

Twilight Canoe September 14, 2025 
The event is sold out!  We plan to do set up on Saturday from 10 am to noon.  We’ll return Sunday at 11 am to do final setup.  All volunteer slots have been filled. Bill will confirm that that Chicago Rowing Foundation doesn’t have any issues with the Saturday set up. He will ask if they can move the oars toward the back of the boathouse.  

Whole Foods River Cleanup Thursday September 25, Time TBA
There will be no intermediary involved.  

Proposed Community Bonfire Monday November 10, Time TBA
Andrew received approval for a bonfire at Clark Park.  CPD will provide a firepit, wood, a table with an animal pelt and marshmallow skewers.  We have to provide the fixings for smores.  Bonfires usually start at 5 pm.  We will market it to Audubon and Kids Work.  We’ll invite the Lakeview Roscoe Village Chamber of Commerce to be a co-sponsor.  We will also consider inviting the River King to perform.  Andrew said he can provide the names of some children’s singers.

Other Business
Jon suggested we consider stenciling the cement benches in the park,  Our previous plan for mosaics didn’t work out.  We’d have to remove the previous coats of paint and graffiti to lay a base coat for the stencil.  We might try out a sample on one bench.


Next Meeting
The meeting ended at 8:20 p.m.  OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE AT REVERE PARK ON OCTOBER 21, 2025 AT 7 PM.  THERE WILL BE NO SEPTEMBER MEETING.  
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