To:      Clark Park Advisory Council
From:  Rose Wehner 
Re:      Minutes of July 15, 2025 Meeting 
Date:   July 19, 2025

Attending: Bill Donahue, Jeff Jenkins, Ben Kinsinger, Howard Luecke, Michael Manrique, Jon Schwass, Anne Vargo, Shemy Wang, Rose Wehner 

Minutes of Meeting
Our meeting began at 7:10 p.m.  The minutes of our May 20, 2025 meeting were approved. There was no June meeting.

Ben Kinsinger Report
Ben (Lawrence Tome) will be hosting a parade of five pontoon boats along the Chicago River Saturday July 19.  The boats will carry musicians, all wearing life vests.  There will be three stages:  Addison, Belmont and the Wild Mile.  The audience will watch from the shore. Garbage will be collected.  Spectators will be encouraged to avoid blocking the river paths.  Shemy Wang will be filming the parade.  Ben expects a big crowd. He received a state grant to help fund the parade.  Bill encouraged Ben to contact Andrew about the event.

Treasurer’s Report
Bill and Jon have to meet a representative of Friends of the Park at our bank to arrange for Jon to be a new check signer because he’s our new Treasurer. Bill filled out our annual report and forwarded it to Rich to provide the details and submit.  Jon reported that we took in $281 in membership fees and sale of merch at Eco fest. There was also $76 in cash paid for merch.  Bill proposed that two authorized signatures be required for any check over $500 as a safety precaution.  Bill, Jon and the FOTP rep will be the authorized signers.  Jeff moved that we accept the proposal.  Howard seconded.  We voted in favor of the motion.  

Park Report
Andrew couldn’t attend the meeting.  The brush piles are still sitting along Rockwell. Mike suggested asking the Park District to weed whack along Rockwell.  Eric has already done some work on this but it could use more. 

CAMBR Report
Jon informed us that the Garden Jam has been set for September 27.  His group did a lot of work cleaning things up in the woods. They met recently to discuss their budget and next steps on implementing their plan for the bowl.

Digital Committee Report
Anne updated the website by thanking the 5K participants and promoting Brew Fest and Twilight Canoe.  She worked with Horner Park to give people the opportunity receive notification about 5K.  She’s using Eventbrite to help build our own email base.  We might use it for an early bird sale.  She is requesting payment of $487.70 for our domain name and the Wix website account.

Natural Area Report
Maria Stone, CPD PAC Coordinator, hooked Bill up with Matthew Freer who is in charge of natural areas for CPD.  Eric helped with the conversation. Eric informed him that the Nature Play natural area was the area outside of the pathway.  There will be a meeting in late July early August to discuss our plans with Matthew.  We want to have a good turnout. We will try to find a date that’s good for Jon because he’s so familiar with the layout of the woods.

Recap of 312 River Run
Organization was excellent.  It would be great if we could get an earlier date next year.  It was very hot again this year.  Participants were very enthusiastic about how much they enjoyed the event.  The raffle went really well.  People liked the treats supplied by Bobo’s. Mike said he will look into getting the race USATF certified with an official timer next year.  It will require more work.  Park District staff doesn’t want to be there really early.

New Container for the Park
Andrew is still working to get it approved.

North End Pollinator Garden
Mike has been working to get a donation.  We don’t fit into MKSK’s vision for community partnership.

Work Day Saturday July 26, 2025 9 am -12 noon

FOTP Heroes Event Saturday August 2,2025 9 am – 12 noon
It will be on the second floor of the field house.  Everyone is invited.

Twilight Canoe September 14, 2025 
Anne suggested we begin work on Saturday.  We could accept delivery of the tables and make sure all of the tables and chairs are clean.  We’ll have to ok it with the rowers.

Next Meeting
The meeting ended at 8:30 p.m.  Our next meeting will be at Horner Park on August 19 at 7:05 pm.  
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