To:      Clark Park Advisory Council
From:  Rose Wehner 
Re:      Minutes of March 18, 2025 Meeting 
Date:   March 22, 2025
Attending: Rich Costello, Jeff Daube, Bill Donahue, Howard Luecke, Mike Manrique, Jon Schwass, Lawrence Tome, Anne Vargo, Rose Wehner 

Minutes of Meeting
Our meeting began at 7:03 p.m.  Bill asked that Richard Thome’s name in the Digital Committee Report in our February 18, 2025 minutes be corrected to Lawrence Tome.  The minutes were approved.

Park Report
Our new Clark Park manager Andrew Holzman couldn’t make it to the meeting because he had some work to do at his previous park.  Mike will speak to the 47th Ward office about finding a contact at ComEd to discuss putting in some plantings in the far north end of the park near the power lines.  Jeff would like to add some trees there.  Jeff noticed a lot of garbage, dog poop and rat tunnels under the Belmont Bridge.  The city is going to have to figure out how to get a truck in there.  Maybe they could get in near the end of Hu-Friedy’s fence.  That fence is a mess.  Hu-Friedy will be moving to Glenview sometime in the future.

CAMBR Report
CAMBR is still working on their proposal for the south bowl fortification.  They have out letter of support.  Jeff has some cubes for Jon.

Digital Committee Report
Anne updated our home page.  Registration for the 5K is open.  Anne is posting it on a lot of running websites.  We’ll recruit more volunteers for our fundraisers.  Bill will contact Eric to see if he’s the volunteer coordinator for the 5K this year and the status of Signup Genius.  We’ll consider using some of our unsold merch for raffle prizes at the 5K afterparty.  Bill will try to schedule another meeting.

Nature Play Report
Eric has an Eagle Scout candidate who will extend the chip path.  Jeff said we continue to clean out nature play.  Bill said we still need to provide a formal report about the distinct areas:  natural area, CAMBR area and nature play.  Mike has been trying to get the plans for Clark Park from the time the boat house was erected.

Powered Vehicle(s) Investigation
Earlier we discussed looking into buying a small motorized vehicle to use for carrying material in Clark Park.  Mike and Jeff said renting would be more affordable than buying.  We’ll reconsider this when Jeff Jenkins presents more information at our next meeting.  



Plan for Installation of Storage Container
Earlier Tom approved a storage container in the woods next to the Goldenrod Garden.  Jeff thinks at least one tree will have to come down for the container to fit in.  He’s concerned that the container might cut off the wood chip walking path.  Jeff will write something up for CPD including the reason we need the container.  

Send Clark Park Officer Nomination to the Secretary
Please send nominations for President, First Vic-President, Second Vice-President, Treasurer, and Secretary to Rose prior to our April meeting.  Jon is a candidate for Treasurer.

Lawrence Tome Band and Lawrence Tome
Lawrence informed us that his band has nine members, with one album released and another on its way.  Larence also books other bands.    They do shows on the pylon near the Belmont Bridge.  They clean up garbage in the area prior to the show at around 10:30-11:00.  The first band starts at Noon. They hope to have two shows each month this season.  They advertise through social media and word of mouth.  He wouldn’t mind if we put out a table with info about Clark Park. Near the site  We also discussed having the band(s) provide entertainment for our 5K, maybe in more than one place.  Lawrence has a grant to do a parade on the Chicago River.

Work Day Saturday March 29 9 am -12 noon

Chicago River Day May 10, 2025

312 River Run June 21, 2025

Twilight Canoe September 7, 2025

Next Meeting
The meeting ended at 8:15 p.m.  Our next meeting will be at Revere Park on Tuesday April 15, 2025 at 7:00 pm.  










-2-

