To:      Clark Park Advisory Council
From:  Rose Wehner 
Re:      Minutes of April 15, 2025 Meeting 
Date:   April 21, 2025

Attending: Ben Bergerum-Smith, Rich Costello, Jeff Daube, Bill Donahue, Becca Girsch, Andrew Holzman, Jeff Jenkins, Howard Luecke, Mike Manrique, Robert Morvay, Matt Van Acker, Anne Vargo, Rose Wehner 

Minutes of Meeting
Our meeting began at 7:10 p.m.  The minutes of our March 18, 2025 meeting were approved. 

We were introduced to everyone at the meeting.  Our new Park Supervisor Andrew Holzman grew up in the Clark Park area, went to school nearby and frequented the park when it was less developed.  

Ben is a CAMBR member and a volunteer in the Garden Jumps.  

Matt is a CAMBR member/volunteer and used to be a member of CPAC.

Becca Girsch is the Executive Director of Lakeview/Roscoe Village Chamber of Commerce.

Robert Morvay is the Community Development & SSA 27 Director of the Chamber.

Treasurer’s Report
Rich gave his final Treasure’s Report.  We will be electing a new treasurer at this meeting.  He circulated the Financial Statement as of March 31, 2025. There hasn’t been much change since the last report.  We have a balance of $64,090.62.  Jeff Jenkins moved and Howard seconded his motion that we approve the report.  The motion passed.  The report is attached to these minutes.

Park Report
The are still three piles of tree debris along Rockwell that need to be picked up.  There has been no response to 311 calls.  We discussed the garbage situation in the park south of the parking lot.  Andrew will try to get two more cans and find a solution to the problem.  He will request delivery of mulch to multiple locations in the park for Chicago Park District Earth Day which coincides with our April 26 monthly cleanup.  We want to put protections in place to prevent birds from colliding into Field House 

CAMBR Report
Matt and Ben had great news about CAMBR’s proposal for the south bowl fortification.  Upper CAMBR management has agreed to fund $16,000 toward the project.  This project will improve the surface for bikers, roller bladers and other non-motorized users.  It can also be used for birthday parties.  Andrew informed us that the project will have to go through the Capital Department of CPD.  CAMBR will have to use a CPD-approved vendor.  The work would be done by early fall if they did it on their own.  It will take longer and cost a lot more if they have to use an outside vendor.

Digital Committee Report
Anne informed us that a $750 yearly payment for our web account will be due in July.  Her priority now will be publicizing the 5K run.

Nature Play Report
Jeff stated that the Eagle Scout mulch project will not be going forward.  There are no other updates.

Welcome to Lakeview/Roscoe Village Chamber of Commerce
Becca informed us that they have $50,000 from the Illinois DNR for a feasibility study of extending the riverfront trail from Belmont to Diversey.  Their plan for the area they cover is on their website.  Bill moved that our Advisory Council join the Chamber.  Anne seconded.  The motion passed.  Robert advised us the SSA27 in West Lakeview is at the end of their 15-year term. They fund their work through a subset of a property tax item. They do litter pickup and trash removal, landscaping, holiday decorations, community events, neighborhood promotion, public art and more.  To keep their work going, they need signatures representing 20% of property index numbers within SSA boundaries.  They supplied some flyers and asked for our helping gathering signatures.

Powered Vehicle(s) Investigation
Jeff Jenkins reported on his research on small motorized vehicles we would use to carry material in Clark Park.  The least expensive is a gas model priced at $11,000.  He circulated the specs for that model and three others ranging from $11,199-$15,499.  There appears to be universal agreement that renting would be better.  We could try a test run for a work day with a large group of corporate volunteers.  Andrew asked where we would keep it, if we rented it for a week.  Mike said he could try to fit it into his garage.

Outside Drinking Fountain Request
Bill explained that we’ve tried to get an outside drinking fountain for years.  Traci Anti, the Area Manager, gave her verbal ok a while ago.  Andrew recalled that Clark Park had two drinking fountains in the past.  He would support it. 

Election
We held officer elections.  Nominees were Bill Donahue President, Howard Luecke Vice-President, Eric Anderson Vice-President, Jon Schwass Treasurer, and Rose Wehner Secretary.  Rose will announce the results at our next meeting.

Wildflower Garden
We would like to plant a wildflower garden on the north side of the park near the area just south of Audubon pre-school and the ComEd lines.  We’re trying to get a map of the area.  Mike will take some pictures.  Andrew will look into it.
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Work Day Saturday April 26, 2025 9 am -12 noon

Chicago River Day May 10, 2025

Eco Fest June 6, 2025 10-2 (We have to sign up.)

312 River Run June 21, 2025 (We need more raffle items.)

Twilight Canoe September 14, 2025 (Sept.7 date changed to Sept. 14.)

Other Business
Jeff announced that the Beam and Baine companies are both coming back to volunteer at the park.  We’re considering speaking with Friends of the Chicago River about approaching these companies about underwriting the proposed wildflower garden.

Next Meeting
The meeting ended at 8:45 p.m.  Our next meeting will be at Revere Park on Tuesday May 20, 2025 at 7:00 pm.  Bill asked for ideas for a meeting location in the summer months when Revere Park will be closed at night.
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